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Report hints
at CIA-link :
to air rald

Prom ingurrer Ware Services . ’

»

WASHINGTON — A Vu-gxma com- |

pany managed by 2 man with'lies. 10
the ClA owned & small plane until |
sbortly before it was-used in @ Nica-

raguan’ rebel‘ bombing ‘Taid-on 1he
Managua airport, according10:a. :re~
port pubhsbed yesterday.: -

Tbe -Twin-engine- Cessna-404, {coD”
veried jor- use as’:a bomber,-was
owned untl June by Investair ‘Leas
ing Corp. -of Mclean, Vai;which ‘is
managed by Edgar Mitcbell s former |
emplovee :of an -aviation-company
once -controllied by theClA“the New |

York Times reported. The plane was |

shot down -during the raid Sept. &
Klling the pnot ‘Agustin M.-Roman,
and ‘the copilot, Sebastian Mulier ‘@
Miskito Indian. =~ - T -

The Times quoxed a-company off}
cial as saying tbe plane was sold
June Z7 to a Panamanian.company.

The Associated Press,-quouing in-
1eiligence sources, reporied yester-
dzy that the plape was supplied by
toe -Cla-10 guerrillas under 'Eden
Pastora. the renegade Sandinista
hero whose forces are based in Costa
Rica. The existance of US. aid 1o
Pasiora hes not been established.

Before his death. the Times report-
ed. Roman bad spent nipe months on
secret air missions in support of Two
groups opposed 10 Nicaragua's Sandi-
nista government, one-of the groups
with acknowledged ClA support.

The ClA declined to comment on
the Times report.’

Miichell commented -only to con-
firm that Investair briefly owned the
Twin-engine axrcran and that it_was
sold in Jupe. -

According to the Tlmes Mnchell
was once a 10p official of Intermoup-

tain Aviation lnc., which according
10 1976 Senate records provided air’

support for paramilitary activities as

; Rica, says it has 3,700 fighters, al-

PETLADELPHIA INQUIRER
7 October 1983

-1978 as secretary and treasurer of Air
America Inc., another ClA propri-

etary company.
Although CIA covert -support. for

¢ Nicaraguan counterrevolutonaries

based in Honduras has been known

« for months, the source of funding for
. Pastora’s Democratic Revolutionary
_ Alliance bes remained secretl.

The alliance, based along Nicara-
"j gua's southern border with Costa

though U.S. estimates put its force at
.about 2,000 men. It remains indepen- |
. dent of the larger, Honduran-based |
Nicaraguan Democratic Force,
which ‘Pastora has denounced be-
cause it "includes former -hational
- | guargsmen, who served ~under the
.| strongmap the Sandinistas ousted,
Anastasio Samoza. :

Three US. intelligence -sources
who confirmed for the Associated
i Press that the United States was aid-

i ing Pastora spoke on condition 1hey
: not “be identified .

One said that only the p]ane that
| crashed at the airport came from the
ClA, and that other planes used by
Pastore’s forces were provided by
the rightst Salvadoran government
‘without US. involvement -

Anotber source, who has access 10
.a ledger listing ClA aid 10 Pastora,

)

. -said the CIA supplied him three two-

-engine "Cessnas and two ‘singie-en-
gine Cessnas. He added that the agen-
cy also provided Pastora’s rebels
with “tbe pormal complement of
arms” that go to the Honduran based
forces. :

That source said the ClA ‘bought
the planes with money from the
agency's secret “contingency fund,”
pot from the $19 million allocated for
the Nicaraguan covert action in 1983
budgel. The Cl4 exceeded that bud-
geted amount in March — about half- -
way through the federal budgetyear
— and relied on the contingency
fund 1o pay for the operation after
that, sources have said.

_The source said the planes techni-
cally ‘were sold 10 Pastora’s :forces

- because CIA -officials “don’t want

their fingerprints too obvious.”
‘That account was confirmed ipde-’
.pendently by & third source, who
added: “Pastora’s-up 10 hxs neck in
_this.”

e R

-one of the largest of the ClA’s propri-’

etary companies. It was dissolved in
1975.

The Times said that another Inves
tzir official, Mark L. Peterson, re-
fused 10 answer guestions and that a
"Mark Peterson was listed in 1977 and
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nistas released documemc the)
claim to have recovered from the
crashed 1981 twin-engine Cessne 404.
The documents included one pilot's
Florida driver's license, his US. So-
cial Security card and Amencan
credit cards.

The papers showed mat Roman, &
one-time top Sandinista air force offi-

. cial, had made recent flights 10 Costa

Rice, E] Salvador, Venezuela, Miami,

- Houston and New York

Sources say the ClA spent $33 mil-.
lion 10 aid.the 7,000 10 10,000 Nicara-

guan contres — OF counterrevolu:’
‘tonaries ~— 1in Tfiscal 1983, which

ended Sept 30. Estimates of the .aid-
for the new fiscal year Tun as high as

548 million. .

Amid concern that the Reagan ad~
ministration was TYIDng 10 over.,
throw the Nicaraguan government, a_

" claim that President Reagan bas de-

nied, the House voted July 28 1o cut
off US.,aid to the .contras.
. The Senate never acted on the bllL -




